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THE RADAR BRANCH BULLETIN:  AUTUMN 2021 

 

FROM THE EDITOR’s DESK 

 

2020 was undeniably dramatic, and I can only hope, on behalf of the Branch, that all of our 
members have come through drought, flooding rains, bushfires and COVID19 unscathed. We 
should continue to spare a thought of gratitude to the Emergency and Medical Services who have 
tried to keep us safe, and not forgetting those members of the ADF who have once again deployed 
on in support of the governments various. With the wind-back off many of the COVID 19 
restrictions, we were able to conduct our much delayed Annual General Meeting; a report follows in 
the Bulletin, along with the new? Committee appointments, and a schedule of events for 2021. 
 
When I went on leave in mid-December, I was grateful that, for once, there were no ‘Faded Echoes’ 
to report. Unfortunately, there was a report of three waiting for me on return. A double blow was the 
sudden losses of our President, Knocka Niblett, and Assistant Historian, Howie Campbell – the 
Committee has sustained at least Cat 3 damage, however we are still flyable. We also lost, after a 
prolonged illness, Radar Branch member and former SNCO ADSUP, Kel Campbell. Eulogies 
follow at the end of the Bulletin. 
 
The December-February period marks the raising of the three ‘Radar’ Wings, and once again we 
wish 44, 42 and 41 Wings a heartfelt “Happy Birthday”.  I am, at last, finally able to advise the 
names of the Branch Awards for 2020, and am also pleased to advise that three members of our 
radar family were recognised in the Australia Day Honours. There are a number of “Changes at the 
Top” for this Bulletin, with three new Wing OCs and one change of Wing WOFF. Two bios are 
attached as part of our “Who’s Who in the Zoo”. 
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The history component this time around is probably over-shadowed by the imminent RAAF 
Centenary. However the Summer quarter history addresses tid-bits such as the start of the World 
War II in the Pacific, the bombing of Rabaul and Darwin, the formation of two of the three Radar 
Wings, the noting of 42 wartime casualties of radar and radar countermeasures personnel 
(including four 462SQN RCM aircraft lost, with 40 of the 48 crew members KIA), air traffic 
controllers deploying in support of the ADF’s disaster response, a number of air 
defence/radar/aviation world firsts, and the beginning of an air defence involvement in amphibious 
operations.  
 

A part of our ‘Who’s Who in the Zoo”, there are biographies of Group Captain Rob (‘Dubbo’) 
GRAHAM, the new OC 44 Wing, GPCAPT Angus Porter, the new OC 42WG, and (because I don’t 
have the requisite photo and bio data to blade anyone else on the Committee at this point), your 
humble scribe.  
 
Finally, I have added (again) our Branch Profile, and this time added details on how to join or re-join 
the Branch. If I may, on behalf of the Committee, ask you to please consider whether you can make 
a contribution as members of our decimated Committee – we need new blood to carry on. 

 

Yours aye, 
 

Jimbo 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, RADAR WINGS 

 

44 WING 

 

On 14 December, 1942, 44 RDF Wing was 
formed at Adelaide River, Northern Territory, 
however a Commanding Officer (FLTLT H.W. 
(Harry) Hannam) was not appointed until 4 
January 1943. 44 Wing was formed to control all 
radar units within North-West area (Northern 
Territory and northern Western Australia), 
however formal control was not promulgated until 
8 February 43 (faithful adherence to the tried and 
true RAAF principle of “Hurry up and wait”?). 

 
At its peak, 44 Wing controlled 21 radar stations, covering an area from Wessel Island (north of 
Nhulunbuy / Gove to Potshot / Learmonth (Exmouth Gulf). With many of its radars located on off-
shore islands and/or inaccessible mainland sites, the Wing faced considerable challenges with 
respect to command and control, installation, maintenance & re-supply for its units. Fortunately, 44 
Wing was well-supported by the legendary Squadron Leader Clyde ‘Doc’ Fenton and the aircraft of 
his 6 Communications Unit. The Wing was also liberally supported by vessels of the Royal 
Australian Navy, RAAF Marine Branch, and by requisitioned Merchant Navy vessels for re-supply. 
One of these vessels, HMAS PATRICIA CAM was bombed by a Japanese floatplane, which then 
strafed the survivors and took a passenger (Reverend Kentish) prisoner (he was later executed).  
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44 Wing was initially the holding unit for aircrew involved in Radar Countermeasures operations as 
‘Special Operators’ and flying with USAAF Liberator Squadrons based at RAAF Fenton. Two 
members, Wireless Operator/Air Gunners Sergeant Joe HOLOHAN and Sergeant John GRAHAM 
were lost on RCM operations.  
 
44 Wing disbanded on 22 August 1944, with personnel and equipment passing to 5 RIMU (58 Mile, 
Northern Territory), whilst operational control of the Radar Stations passed to 105 FCU (Berrimah), 
35 ZFC (Learmonth), 39 ZFC (Gove) and 40 ZFC (Broome). 
 
44 Wing’s service in the North-Western Area during World War 2 would qualify the Wing for 
the following Battle Honours: 
 

Pacific 1942 to 1945 
 

Darwin 19942 to 1944 
 
44 Wing returned to the RAAF Order of Battle on 27 November 2000, under the command of 
GCAPT T.C. Delahunty, in order to provide a higher headquarters for the RAAF Air Traffic 
control organisation, with command of the ATC flights passing from 41 Wing to 44 Wing. At 
this point in time, 44 Wing directly commanded the ATC Flights established at all ADF flying 
bases.   
 
On 16 Feb 2011, the ATC Flights were aggregated into two squadrons, each perpetuating the 
“number –plate” of a distinguished World War 2 ‘Spitfire’ squadron. 452 Squadron, 
headquartered at RAAF Darwin, comprises the ATC flights at Darwin, Tindal, Townsville, 
Amberley, and Oakey.  Headquartered at RAAF Williamtown, 453 Squadron comprises the 
ATC flights at Williamtown, Richmond, Nowra, Edinburgh and Pearce.  

 

 

 
42 WING 

 
On 1 February 1943, 42 RDF (Radar) Wing was 
formed at Townsville, North Queensland, under 
the command of FLGOFF G.W. RANN, at 
Townsville, North Queensland. The Wing’s role 
was to control all radar stations in North-Eastern 
Area (i.e. QLD, Torres Strait & Netherlands New 
Guinea), and at the time of 42 Wing’s formation, 
there were 10 radar stations in the North-Eastern 
Area.  
 
An aircraft establishment was created for 42WG, 
with an allocation of 1 x De Havilland Tiger Moth & 1 x Avro Anson, 

however there is evidence only of the arrival of Tiger Moth A17-10 (taken on strength on 6 April 43).  
 
42 Wing subsequently established Detachments in Merauke (Netherlands New Guinea), Horn 
Island (Torres Strait) and Port Moresby (Papua). At the height of its service, 42 Wing controlled 18 
radar stations, ranging from Dutch New Guinea, the Torres Strait islands and down the coast of 
North Queensland. However, in ln line with a re-organisation of the RAAF Air Defence & Radar 
arrangements, 42 Wing was disbanded on 1 October 1944.  
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Unit personnel became the core establishment of 2 Radar Installation & Maintenance Unit (2 
RIMU), with all organic and equipment also passing to 2 RIMU. Operational control of the Radar 
Stations passed to 103 Fighter Control Unit (Townsville), 113 Mobile Fighter Control Unit (Merauke) 
and 32 Zone Filter Centre (Horn Island). Its World War service would qualify 41 Wing for the 
following Battle Honours: 
 

 
Pacific - 1943 to 1944 

 
New Guinea – 1943 to 1944 

 
Dutch New Guinea 

 
On 1 January 2006, 42 Wing was re-formed at RAAF Williamtown, under the command of Group 
Captain D.J. Willcox, AM, CSC, to provide the higher command function for the AEW & C 
capability. On this date, 2 Squadron, one of the RAAF’s oldest and most decorated squadrons, 
(having re-formed on 18 January 2000), passed from the command of 41 Wing to the re-
established 42 Wing. 
 
 

41 WING 

 
On 26 February, 1943, 41 RDF (i.e. ‘Radar’) 
Wing was formed at Razorback, Port Moresby 
(Papua) under the command of FLTLT (later 
SQNLDR) B.F.N (‘Bert’) ISRAEL. The role of 
41 Wing was to control all radar stations within 
the area controlled by No 9 (Operational) 
Group, RAAF, which at that time covered the 
mainland of Papua and the adjacent islands, 
numbering 8 stations. 

To assist 41 Wing in the management and 
future siting of its assets, 41 Wing was, on 3 
April 1943, allocated its own Marine Craft: 

RAAFV 15-03 “OOMOOBA”, a 50-foot General-Purpose Launch, and a 26-foot Motor Dory 
“PUNAI”. These craft played an important role in the siting and deployment of those 41 Wing units 
sited, or to be sited, on the off-shore islands. 

41 Wing pioneered amphibious lodgement of RAAF radars, beginning with the covert lodgement of 
305 RS on Goodenough Island, and providing Site Survey teams for larger-scale landings on New 
Britain and the Admiralty Islands. Regrettably the lessons learnt were lost with 41 Wing’s 
disbandment, hence the embarrassment caused when 114 MFCU’s radars arrived at Tarakan in 
1945.  

When 41 Wing disbanded on 31 July 1944, it was responsible for 25 radar stations stretching from 
the Trobriand Islands in the south, along the south coast of New Britain, north-west along the PNG 
mainland to Aitape, and northwards to the Admiralty Islands. On disbandment, most of the 
personnel and equipment at Razorback were transferred to provide the core for the No 3 RIMU 
Detachment at Port Moresby. Operational control of the Radar Stations passed to 104 FCU at King 
Spur, Port Moresby, 109 MFCU at Dobodura), 114 MFCU at Momote (Los Negros Island.) and 33 
Zone Filter Centre (ZFC) at Milne Bay. 
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In recognition of its World War 2 service, the following Battle Honours were approved for 41 Wing 
on 9 July 1993: 

Pacific - 1943 to 1944    Milne Bay  

New Guinea - 1943 to 1944   New Britain - 1943 

Moresby - 1943    Markham Valley – 1943 to 1944 

 

A reorganisation of Headquarters Operational Command (HQOC) occurred in 1987, resulting in a 
major change of structure for the RAAF, and on 20 February 1987, No 41 Wing was re-formed on 
20 February 1987. The RAAF's three remaining radar units (114MCRU, 2CRU and 3CRU) were 
incorporated into 41 Wing at the same time, with 1 Radar Surveillance Unit (1RSU) joining the wing 
upon its formation in mid-1992. 
 

 

 

RAAF ASSOCIATION RADAR BRANCH AWARDS 
 
By long practice, the Radar Branch has sponsored three annual awards to members of 
Surveillance and Response Group, with awards to outstanding technical and operations personnel. 
The Joe Ulett Memorial Trophy is awarded to personnel who make the year’s most outstanding 
contribution to the operations of the Air Defence Ground Environment, whilst the ‘techos’ are 
similarly recognised by the Pither Trophy. Excellence in the Air Traffic Control world is recognised 
by the GES Stuchbury Award.  

 
The recipients of the Radar Branch Awards for 2020 are as follows: 

 
Joe Ulett Memorial Trophy: SGT Bryce HANNAN (114 MCRU) 

 
Pither Trophy: LAC Alexander DYSON (1 RSU) 

 
GES Stuchbury Award: FLT LT Ryan HIGGO (453 SQN, Pearce Flight) 

 

The Branch and its Committee extend their congratulations to the winners. 

 

 
CHANGES AT THE TOP 

 
 

42 Wing 
 

GPCAPT Angus PORTER assumed command of 42 Wing in December 2020  
 

WGCDR Tim (“Trimmer”) MAIN has handed over Command of 88 Squadron (Air Warfare Centre), 
and has taken up the post of Executive Officer, 42 Wing. 

 
Wing Commander Jason (“Bomma”) Brown has handed over command of 2 Squadron and taken 

up the post of Executive Officer, Tactics and Training Directorate, Air Warfare Centre 
 
 



⚫  Page 6 The Radar Air Defence Branch Bulletin – Autumn   

 
44 Wing 

 
 GPCAPT Rob (“Dubbo”) GRAHAM assumed command of 44 Wing on 16 November, 2020, taking 

over from GPCAPT Ruth ELSLEY, who is currently deployed overseas 
 

WOFF Raylee (“Pixie”) SCOTT has moved on from 44 Wing WOFF to become a Group Warrant 
Officer, at Air Mobility Group. She has been subsequently replaced by WOFF Rodney KNIGHT  

 
 
 

41 Wing  
 

GPCAPT Brett RISSTROM assumed command of 41 Wing on 11 December, 2020, taking over 
from GPCAPT Nathan CHRISTIE, who is in a holding pattern awaiting overseas deployment.  

 

 

 

41 Wing Handover/Takeover Ceremony, 11 December 2020 

 

 

HONOURS - AUSTRALIA DAY 2021 
 

Group Captain Peter Raymond POLLOCK 
  
For outstanding achievement in project and program governance reform, and change 
management development and implementation in Capability Acquisition and Sustainment 
Group.  
 
Group Captain Pollock's outstanding leadership, dedication and mastery of Defence 
acquisition and sustainment delivered major reform in project and program governance at the 
System Program Office, Air Domain, and Enterprise wide levels. His development and 
implementation of an encompassing software based management support system and 
framework was a crucial enabler in facilitating the effective and efficient transformation of 
Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group into a contemporary, leaner, smart-buyer 
business as envisioned by the First Principles Review. 
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Warrant Officer Locksley Keith BURNS 
  
For meritorious devotion to duty in the sustainment and development of air traffic control, air 
navigation and surveillance systems for the Australian Defence Force.  
Warrant Officer Burns' superb technical skill was crucial to the evolving technical needs of a 
modern airbase. His conspicuous devotion to his people was evident in the development of a 
skilled workforce able to maintain an ageing radar system capable of supporting major military 
exercises, Joint and Combined force generation, and broader Australian Defence Force 
outcomes. Moreover, his outstanding leadership in proactively addressing significant capability 
issues enabled Number 44 Wing to meet air operations tasking without compromising aviation 
safety or technical airworthiness.  
 
 
Corporal Leigh Michael OKUNEV 
  
For meritorious devotion to duty in the technical support of the Defence Air Traffic Radar 
System at Williamtown as a Communications Electronics Technician. Corporal Okunev's 
exceptional initiative and conspicuous devotion to duty were crucial to resolving the 
operational performance limitations of the Defence Air Traffic Radar System at Williamtown. 
His exceptional professionalism, relentless work ethic, and extraordinary system knowledge 
resulted in a crucial aircraft navigation aid being successfully restored to full operation 
providing efficient and effective service to the military and civilian users of the Newcastle 
airspace for the benefit of both Defence and the wider Australian aviation industry. 

 

 

RADAR BRANCH KEY EVENTS and COMMITTEE MEETINGS – 2020 / 2021 
 

 

2020 Branch AGM 

The 2020 Branch Annual General Meeting was originally scheduled for Friday, April 17th 2020, 
however COVD19 restrictions has a huge impact on a return to business. The much-delayed 
AGM was finally held at the Stockton RSL on 9 October 2020.  

All Committee positions were declared vacant, and Bruce Niblett was re-elected as President. 
The Committee appointments were filled as follows: 

Vice-President (and Membership Officer): Ray O’Donoghue;                                                                                                     
Treasurer: Tony Rogers;                                                                                                                                                             
Secretary: Ian Gibson;                                                                                                                                                                 

Events Officer: Narelle Owen;                                                                                                                                         
Advocacy Officer: Bill Foresby                                                                                                                                                   

Branch Historian/Bulletin Editor: Jim Stewart                                                                                                                             
Assistant Historian/Committee Member: Howie Campbell                                                                                     

Committee Member: John King 

Unfortunately, fate had a nasty shock in store for us a mere three months later. 
 
 
2020 Christmas Lunch 
 
The final committee meeting was held on 11 December 2020, followed by the Branch Christmas 
Lunch at the Belmont 16s. 
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2021 Branch AGM 
 
The 2021 Annual General Meeting of the RADAR Branch, to be held on Friday 16th April 2021 
commencing at 1100. Officer Commanding 41 Wing, Group Captain Brett Risstrom, has cordially 
extended an invitation to the Branch to hold our AGM at the Eastern Region Operations Centre 
(EASTROC), RAAF Base Williamtown NSW. This is a great show of support for the Branch and we 
should acknowledge this support by having as many members as possible attend. 
 
As the venue is EASTROC, there will be some administrative requirements to address in order to 
attend the AGM. These include pass preparation and issue for both the base and EASTROC, parking 
arrangements (either on-base or off-base) and whether security briefing(s) will be required. When I 
have more information about the specific requirements and timings, I will advise you by email. In 
order to facilitate the process, please advise me of your intention to attend the AGM as soon as 
possible, but no later than COB Thursday, 8th April. This will enable me to send a consolidated list 
to 41WG one week prior to the AGM. 
 
The principal purpose of the AGM is to dissolve the extant committee and elect new committee 
members and office bearers. Thus, if you have an interest in making a more significant contribution 
to your Branch or a wish to have a say in the direction of the Branch, please do not hesitate to become 
involved. The committee meets every second month and the workload is not onerous. If you would 
like to nominate for the committee, please advise me either prior to or at the AGM; new faces are 
always welcome. 
 
Committee Meeting / Events Schedule 

The Committee meeting and events schedule for 2021 is as follows:   

12 February 2021 – Committee Meeting 

31 March 2021 – RAAF 100th Birthday 

16 April 2021 – Committee Meeting 

25 April 2021 – ANZAC Day 

11 June 2021 – Committee Meeting 

13 August 2021 – Committee Meeting 

September 2021 (date tbc) – Battle of Britain Commemoration 

8 October 2021 – Committee Meeting 

10 December 2021 - Committee Meeting, followed by Christmas Luncheon (venue tba)  

 
Unless advised otherwise, Committee Meetings will be held in the James Room at the Stockton RSL, 
29 Douglas Street, Stockton, NSW – commencing at 1100. Any member (‘Service’, ‘Full’ or ‘Multiple’) 
is welcome to attend any of the Committee Meetings, and are especially encouraged to attend the 
Christmas Thrash. 
 

Please note that the preceding advice of Branch key events may still be impacted by restrictions 
imposed by Federal, State and/or Local authorities, should the current COVID-19 situation change 

yet again (if you can’t take a joke, you shouldn’t have joined). 
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SQUADRON STANDARD PRESENTED TO 3 CRU 

 

 

On Thursday 25 February 2012, 3 Control and Reporting Unit, along with 26 Squadron, was 
presented with a Squadron Standard by His Excellency the Governor-General, General (Ret’d) 
David Hurley, AC, DSC. Amongst the invited guests was the senor serving graduate of the (former) 
3 CRU Training Flight, Vice-Admiral Mike Noonan, AO, Chief of Navy.  
 
Also attending were a number of past Commanding Officers of 3CRU and past Officers 
Commanding 41 Wing, and your humble scribe, the Hon. 41 Wing Historian and a former Chief 
Instructor, 3CRU. The parade was run impeccably – whilst the Army may be occasionally justified 
in suggesting that the RAAF need circular parade rounds so that we can mill unobtrusively, on 
occasions like this, we rise magnificently to the occasion  

 

 
RAAF CENTENARY WEEK 

 
On 31 Mar 21, the Royal Australian Air Force will mark 100 years of service to Australia. The 
Centenary of Air Force program, known as Air Force 2021 (AF2021), will be a modest but 
appropriate program. As part of the Centenary of Air Force program, Air Force will conduct a 
series of events in the week of 31 Mar 21. This collection of events is known as Centenary 
Week and will be held in the national capital as befitting an event of national importance.  
 
Events Overview  
 
The Centenary Week events are as follows: 
  
a. Centenary Welcome Ceremony – 29 Mar 21  
 
b. Centenary Commemorative Service – 30 Mar 21 
  
c. Last Post Ceremony – 30 Mar 21 
  
d. Centenary Flag Raising – Commonwealth Park – 31 Mar 21  
 
e. Centenary Flag Raising – Blamey Square – 31 Mar 21 2  
 
f. Queen’s Colour Parade, Flypast and Luncheon – Government House – 31 Mar 21  
 
g. Queen’s Colour Parade and Flypast Live Site – Round Terrace – 31 Mar 21  
 
h. Last Post Ceremony – 31 Mar 21  
 
i. Centenary Dinner – 31 Mar 21  
 
 
There are a number of smaller events conducted in conjunction with Centenary Week, but they 
do not form part of the public commemorations. These events include:  
 
a. Presentation of the Pooley Sword – 30 Mar 21  
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b. Presentation to the makers of the Queen’s Colour – 30 Mar 21  
 
c. Medal presentation to an Air Force Centenarian – 31 Mar 21  
 
The main activity will be the presentation of a replacement Queens Colour to the Royal 
Australian Air Force by the Governor-General, on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen. The 
Queen’s Colour Ceremony will include all current Unit Queen’s Colours, Squadron Standards 
and Governor-General’s Banners. Subject to weather conditions, the ceremony will also 
include a display from the Roulettes aerobatic team and flypast of current and vintage aircraft 
flown by the RAAF. 
 
It is a pity that all activities have been confined to Canberra. The 50th (“Golden”) Anniversary air 
show travelled to all the capital cities and wowed the populations of those centres. As one who (as 
a young LAC) was on duty for the Laverton component of the air show, I have memories of the 
RAF Lightnings making lots of noise with high speed low passes, and stealing the thunder of the  
77 Squadron (Mirage) aerobatics team (who, in turn, had made the Roulettes look a little limp). 
COVID19 has even more to answer for. 

 
 

ANZAC DAY 2021 
 

 

At this time, it is difficult to forecast what ANZAC Day will look like in 2021, although the status of 
COVID-19 in New South Wales is looking promising right now and the RSL is scrambling to get its 
act together (however, beware the light at the end of the tunnel – it may well be sunshine and light 
– it may also be a train). 
 
All I can suggest is monitor your local RSL and local government web-sites.  
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Profile: RADAR Branch, RAAF Association (NSW) 
 

At the end of WWII, a Radar Association was formed in 1946 
by a group of ex RAAF members, as a means of keeping 
contact with as many trained radar people as possible pending 
the inevitable development of the post-war RAAF radar 
capabilities. The Radar Branch of the RAAF Association 
(NSW Division) was formed on 23 August 1960. 
 
The Branch name was changed to The Radar Air Defence 
Branch in the early 1990s, however following the reformation 
of No 44 and No 42 Wings to administer the RAAFs Air Traffic 
Control and Airborne Early Warning capabilities respectively, 
the Committee decided to revert to the original name of The 
Radar Branch.  
 
Today the Branch has approximately 50 members, with losses of WWII veterans being offset 
somewhat by post-WWII veterans of the RAAF Control and Reporting Units, Air Traffic Control 
Squadrons and technical personnel. There are also a few currently serving RAAF men and 
women (hopefully the thin end of the wedge!). In the Branch we have veterans of WWII, 
Vietnam, The Malaya Emergency and Konfrontasi, and the more recent Middle East conflicts. 

 
The Branch maintains a good relationship with current 
RAAF RADAR organisations, counting the incumbent 
Officer Commanding 41 Wing as the Branch Senior 
Serving Member, and the Group Warrant Officer, HQ 
Surveillance and Response Group among our 
members.  
 
Also promoting the relationship, the Branch sponsors 
three awards each year for current serving personnel: 

the Joe Ulett Memorial Trophy, awarded to the airwoman or airman who has provided the most 
positive contribution to the operational performance of 41WG; the Pither Award for 41WG 
personnel; and the GES Stuchbury Memorial Award for 44WG, which recognises the officer of 
any category within 44 Wing who clearly stands out from her/his peers by demonstrating 
professional mastery above and beyond core duties. 
 
The current Branch executives are: 
 
A/President: Ray O'Donoghue; Treasurer: Tony Rogers; and Secretary: Ian Gibson. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
A Membership Application is attached below, for those who may be inspired to join. Those 
members who receive the Bulletin by mail, don’t despair – you will find a form attached at the 
end of your copy of the Bulletin.  
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DID YOU KNOW?                                                                                                                              

Radar / Air Defence History: December to February 
 
 
1 Dec 1958: 114 MCRU Declared Operational, Butterworth, Malaya:114 MCRU, Butterworth, Malaya, completed its 
operational work-up period and formally assumed responsibility for Air Defence operations from 478 Signals Unit, RAF. 
The unit came under the operational control of 224 Group, Far East Air Force (RAF).  At this time, the unit commenced 
operations in support of 78 Wing and RAF units operating against the Communist Terrorists ("Malayan Emergency").      

 
 

6 Dec1943:  42 Wing Fatalities F/O Robert Gilbert THOMAS & LAC Terence Joseph 
HUTCHISON posted “Missing, Presumed Dead”, in overdue flight by aircraft DH84 “Dragon” 
- A34-25. The flight was from Townsville, North Queensland to the site of 313 RS at 
Mornington Island (Wellesley Group, Gulf of Carpentaria).                                               
 

 
 
6 Dec 1943: Act of Heroism by 308 RS member: 308 RS, Millingimbi, Northern Territory - LAC J.J. DRAKE saves an 
aircraft after an outbreak of fire. LAC DRAKE was subsequently promoted to Corporal and awarded the British Empire 
Medal (BEM).                                                                         
  

7/8 Dec 42: Start of the Pacific War: The Japanese commenced hostilities with consecutive 
attacks on Allied locations on 8 December (Malaya/Hong Kong/Philippines time-zones) & 7 
December (Hawaiian time-zone). 
The most concentrated attack a pre-emptive strike designed to neutralise the United States 
Navy Pacific Fleet, based at Pearl Harbour, Oahu (Hawaii). The particular strategic aim of this 
plan required the destruction of the Pacific Fleet’s Battleships and Aircraft Carriers, and was 
conducted by six Fleet aircraft carriers. Fortunately the USN Carriers were absent from Pearl 

Harbour. 
 

16 Dec 43 Radar Station Takes Part in Amphibious Assault on Enemy-held 
Territory for the First Time: 335 RS (LW/AW Mk 1A), under the command of PLTOFF 
J.G. COLLEY, and comprising 28 personnel and equipment, landed under fire on Pilelo 
Island, Southwest New Britain, with elements of the 112th Cavalry Regiment, US Army. 
The assault force closed with and killed a force of Japanese defenders, and destroyed 
an enemy radio station.  
Subsequent unloading operations of the radar and support equipment were conducted 
under frequent fire from the Japanese. For five months, the unit was subjected to 
constant aerial bombing and strafing, as well as attacks by raiding parties who cut land 

lines at frequent intervals.   
 

 
22 Dec 41 1941: Raising of the Volunteer Air Observer Corps: Orders for the raising of a Volunteer 
Air Observer Corps were given by the Air Board on this day. The VAOC was itself based on the Royal 
Observer Corps, which had made a valuable contribution to the Royal Air Force’s victory in the Battle 
of Britain in 1940. 
 

 

25 Dec 1974: Destruction of 2 CRU’s Radars, Cyclone Tracy. The 2 CRU site at Lee Point, Darwin, Northern Territory 
was devastated by Cyclone Tracy. The unit radars were destroyed and the Operations Building suffered some salt-water 
contamination and was structurally weakened. Whilst spare radars were in store at 2 Stores Depot Detachment ‘D’ (located 
in Dubbo, NSW), it became expedient to take 2 CRU off line for a period of years. After six months, the weakened building 
needed substantial re-building, which had a significant impact when the decision was made to re-activate the unit in 1982. 
 
 

26/27 Dec 1969: Operation ‘ROOSTER 53” - The Israeli Air Force Steals an Egyptian 
Air Defence Radar Station. At 2100 on the night of 26 December, 1969, three Israeli Air 
Force “Super Frelon” helicopters crossed the Red Sea and deposited 66 paratroopers near 
the site of a new, sophisticated P-12 radar - a 3-D VHF radar, recently supplied by the Soviet 
Union. In a brief battle, the paratroopers overwhelmed the security contingent at the radar 
site. The IAF stole the entire radar system, lifting it across the Red Sea with the Super Frelon 
helicopters. 
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1 Jan 1971: 1 Air Defence Centre, RMAF Stands Up at Air Base Butterworth, Malaysia. No 1 Air 
Defence Centre stood up at Air Base Butterworth as the RMAF’s first C & R Unit, operating the Marconi 
S600 radar system. The unit’ first Commanding Officer was Wing Commander Ron ALCOCK, whilst 
the Operations Officer (XO) was Squadron Leader John ROBERTSON (both were seconded RAAF 
Air Defence Officers). 1ADC RMAF assumed the responsibility for air defence in the northern Malaysia 
area from 1 ADC, RAF Western Hill, which ceased operations for disbandment and dismantling of all 
assets. A RAAF Air Defence Advisory Flight also stood up, remaining with the RMAF until 1978. 
 
1 Jan 1992: Joint Facility Alice Sprigs becomes a RAAF Unit. Based at Mount Everard, some sixty 
kilometres from Alice Springs, the Jindalee Facility Alice Springs (JFAS) – a joint DSTO Radar Division 

/ RAAF facility, formally became a RAAF unit under the Command of WGCDR P.J.C. Bevan. JFAS had been installed as 
the research centre for Project ‘Jindalee’, which involved the development of an Over-the-Horizon Radar (OTHR) system, 
based on HF energy and exploitation of the ionosphere to achieve long-range, wide-area detection of surface and air 
contacts. As 1 RSU, the unit became operational one year later. 
 
4 Jan 2005: 44 Wing Detachment Arrives in Banda Aceh as Part of Operation SUMATRA ASSIST. As part of 
Operation SUMATRA ASSIST - the ADF contribution to the massive multi-national humanitarian operation that followed 
the 2004 Boxing Day , a 44 Wing Detachment, under the command of SQLDR Phil OWEN arrived in Banda Aceh, the 
capital of Aceh Province, Northern Sumatra. The 44 Wing Detachment concentrated on the integration of helicopter 
operations, freeing the Indonesian ATCOs to concentrate on fixed-wing movements. The Detachment returned to Australia 
on 4 March 2015. 
 
6 Jan 1945: RAAF Radar Countermeasures Aircraft Lost. A 462 Squadron Handley-Page Halifax III MZ469, Z5-N, 
flown by PLTGOFF Mervin ROHRLACH (RAAF), was lost over Belgium whilst returning from a ‘Spoofing’ raid against the 
Luftwaffe Air Defence System. The only survivor from the aircraft was the Wireless Operator, SGT Douglas LAWRENCE 
(RAAF), who subsequently became a Prisoner of War. 
 
10 Jan 1915: Zeppelin Airship Attacks on Britain Authorised by the Kaiser. HIM Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany 
authorised Zeppelin airship attacks on Britain.  Initially, attacks were to be limited to targets of military / industrial 
significance. 

 
10 Jan 1942: RAAF’s First Experimental Radar Station Commences Operations. RAAF's first 
(experimental) radar became operational at Shepherds Hill, Newcastle, New South Wales – the station 
was co-located with the Coast Artillery Fortress Headquarters for the Newcastle Area. The radar was 
an experimental unit only, and was equipped with a modified Army radar previously used for identifying 
surface vessels for the local Coastal Artillery Batteries. The experimental unit disbanded on 15 Apr 42, 
with the personnel and much of the equipment being re-located to Bombi Point, Broken Bay. The Bombi 
station eventually became 19RS.         

 
12 Jan 1945: Radar Man Honoured: H.E. the Acting Governor-General of Australia presented Mrs Mabel WOODNUTT 
with the British Empire Medal (BEM), which she received on behalf of her son, PLTOFF Bill WOODNUTT. The decoration 
was for “Courage and endurance in rescuing a comrade from the sea”, when the then CPL WOODNUTT rescued SGT 
Bill BYRNE from shark and crocodile-infested water off Cape Fourcroy, Bathurst Island, 29 December 1942. PLTOFF 
WOODNUTT had originally led an Observation Post at Cape Fourcroy, before joining 38 RS on its deployment to Cape 
Fourcroy. He subsequently re-mustered to Aircrew and was later commissioned. 
 
13 Jan 1943: RAAF Radar Unit Lands on Goodenough Island. 29 personnel of 305 RS (under the command of 
PLTOFF Bernard Katz) and radar equipment landed on the east coast of Goodenough Island (Trobriand Islands, Papua). 
Five days later, the unit and its equipment was moved by launches to Cape Lahaye, 20 kilometres further north, and from 
there the equipment had to be carried to the final site at Mwananoia. As Japanese forces were still occupying strongholds 
on the northern coast of Goodenough Island, it meant that the unit was operating well inside enemy-controlled territory, 
and some 20nm from the nearest Australian force.           
 
13 Jan 1945: First Attempt at Airborne Fighter Control against Airborne Targets.  In response to Luftwaffe air-

launched V-1 attacks on the UK, the RAF, through the Fighter Intercept Development 
Squadron (FIDS) investigated the use of ASV radar-equipped “Wellington” aircraft 
as a rudimentary form of Airborne Warning and Control. Each Wellington AWACS 
aircraft was accompanied by a pair of ‘Mosquito” night fighters. The concept was 
trialled for the first time on the night of 13 January, 1945, when a Wellington radar 
operator detected a slow-moving blip, and vectored a Mosquito to intercept. 

Unfortunately it turned out to be another Wellington AWACS aircraft. The Luftwaffe ceased air-launched V-1 operations at 
this time, and FIDS abandoned the AWACS concept before it had a chance to prove itself.    
Yet again, a technological lead established by the RAF was soon lost – this time to the US Navy and UA Army Air Force. 
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14 Jan 1945: RAAF Radar Countermeasures Aircraft Lost. Shortly after departing its home base at RAF Foulsham for 
a “Window” (i.e. ‘Chaff’) spoofing raid on Mannheim, Germany, a 462 Squadron Handley-Page ‘Halifax’ III LL598 Z5-A, 
captained by FLGOFF Alan ASTILL, crashed 12nm from the airfield. In addition to the Pilot, five other members of the 
eight-man crew were killed: 
 
20 Jan 1942: Air Battle over Rabaul. On this day, a 109-strong force of Japanese carrier aircraft converged on Rabaul. 

Two patrolling ‘Wirraways’ of 24 Squadron attacked the first wave of Japanese raiders, whilst 
the squadron’s remaining six ‘Wirraways’ scrambled – one crashing on take-off. Of the seven 
that were airborne, three were shot down into the sea by Mitsubishi A6M2 (real) fighters; two 
others crash-landed with severe damage; one escaped with minor damage and one remained 
unscathed. The ten-minute action killed six RAAF aircrew and wounded five. An Australian 
soldier on the ground later recorded: “We sat at our guns, shocked by the massacre we had 
just observed”.  

 
21 Jan 1947: Closure of the RAAF’s Longest-Serving World War 2 Radar Station. 20 RS - Fort Tomaree, Port 
Stephens (New South Wales) was disbanded. Having formed on 14 Sep 42, 20 RS was the longest continuously-serving 
RAAF radar unit of World War 2. 
 

22 Jan 43 Sinking of HMAS PATRICIA CAM. HMAS PATRICIA CAM, an Auxiliary Minesweeper 
(301 tons) was sunk by a Japanese floatplane. This vessel was the re-supply ship for 44 Wing’s 
remote coastal and off-shore radar stations, and it was while engaged on an outlying station supply 
operation that PATRICIA CAM was sunk. 
 

25 Jan 1943: Further Incursion over Sydney by Japanese Floatplane: A ‘Glen’ float-plane 
was launched from the IJN Submarine I-21, lying off the coast near Sydney.  The pilot, now 
known to be Warrant Officer ITO Susumu, who had carried out the reconnaissance flights over 
Sydney Harbour prior to the Midget Submarine raid in May 1942, again flew over Sydney 
Harbour. On this occasion he noted the location of a heavy cruiser and ten small vessels 
stationed near the Harbour entrance. ITO’s aircraft was not detected and recovered to the 

submarine safely. 
 
29 Jan 1943: Airlift in to Wau. The airlift of ground forces into Wau was carried out over a four-day period. Successive 
waves of 18 transport aircraft, with significant fighter escort of ‘Airacobra’, ‘Kittyhawk’ and ‘Lightning’ aircraft were 
coordinated by 4 Fighter Sector, Port Moresby in an operation that earned the  commendation of the USAAF 
Commanders. This level of airspace management was not equalled in the RAAF until the 41 Wing /114 MCRU operations 
in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 
 
7 Feb 1942: First Operational Radar Unit Arrives in Darwin. The first operational RAAF radar unit, having deployed 
from RAAF Richmond to Darwin, NT, occupied the site selected by WGCDR PITHER at Dripstone Caves on this day. The 
unit, formed two days’ earlier at RAAF Richmond under the command of FLGOFF F.A HULL,  became a detachment of 
5 Fighter Sector on 25 February, and was subsequently commissioned as an autonomous unit - 31 RDF Station - on 1 
June 42. 
 
12 Feb 2010: 44 Wing Detachment Deploys to Haiti. On 12 January, 2010, a massive earthquake devastated the 
Caribbean island of Haiti, destroying the capital - Port-au-Prince - killing more than 220,000 people and leaving 1.3 million 
homeless. As part of the United States response to the disaster, the USAF requested assistance from the RAAF for the 
provision of ATC specialists. A five-strong 44 Wing team deployed to Port-au-Prince on this day, as an embedded element 
of a USAF airfield/air traffic services team. Prior to the deployment the RAAF group had undergone pre-deployment 
training in Miami (Florida). 
 
12 Feb 2011: ATC Flights Re-configured as Squadrons. On this day, the Air Traffic Control Flights were re-configured 
into two squadrons. This re-organisation was marked by the re-formation of 452 and 453 Squadrons - two very 
distinguished “Spitfire” squadrons from World War 2. 452 Squadron, with headquarters in Darwin, comprises flights in 
Darwin, Tindal, Townsville, Oakey and Amberley. 453 Squadron comprises flights in Williamtown, East Sale, Edinburgh, 
Nowra and Pearce.  

 
17 Feb 1942: First Japanese Aerial Reconnaissance of Sydney. At approximately 
0430, north-east of Sydney Harbour, the Japanese aircraft-carrying submarine 
HIJMS/m I-25 (LCDR TAGAMI Meiji) launched a Yokosuka E14Y1 ‘Glen’ floatplane, 
flown by Warrant Flying Officer FUJITA Nobuo and Petty Officer 2nd Class OKUDA 
Shoji. 
HIJMS/m I-29 subsequently launched FUJITA’s ‘Glen” for an aerial reconnaissance of 
Melbourne on 26 Feb 42.    
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19 Feb 1942: First Enemy Air Raid on the Australian Mainland. On this day, Darwin was subjected to two of the 
heaviest Japanese attacks conducted during the Pacific War. Severe damage was sustained in the city, port and Civil 
Airfield and RAAF Base.  The Darwin Fighter Sector (No 5) was not commissioned until 25 February 42, and coordination 
of local air defences was thus in the hands of a very inexperienced Base Operations staff. Whilst a Radar Station had 
been on the ground at Dripstone Caves since 7 February 42, the radar was not operational at the time of the attack, despite 
the sterling efforts of the installation personnel, whose efforts at raising the antenna had been frustrated by the lack of 
suitable lifting tackle and tools.  
 
19 Feb 1942: First Radar Unit formed outside Mainland Australia. The first unit formed to be formed outside Mainland 
Australia was formed at King Spur, Port Moresby, Papua, and was equipped with one of the first three Australian-made 
Air W (AW) radars. The unit was formed under the command of FLGOFF R.W. WADSLEY, and became 29 RS on 1 June 
1942, when all Radar Stations became independent units. Although formed only 16 days after the first air raid on Port 
Moresby, 29 RS did not become operational until 15 March 1942. Similarly, the local Fighter Sector (No. 4) was not 
commissioned until 25 Feb 42. 
 
24 Feb 1945: 462 (Radar Countermeasures) Squadron Suffers its Worst Losses in a Single Action. During a radar 
countermeasures ‘Spoof ‘ raid on Neuss, Germany, 462 Squadron suffered its worst losses of its service with 100 Group, 
when 4 Handley-Page ‘Halifax’ aircraft were lost on the operation, with 27 aircrew Killed In Action (KIA). 
 

25 Feb 1942: Birth of the RAAF Air Defence Ground Environment (ADGE). 
On this day the Royal Australian Air Force formally established an Air Defence 
organisation, with the formation of five Fighter Sectors (Nos 1 to 5 Fighter Sector). 
Based on the successful Royal Air Force model, which had been proven in the 
Battle of Britain, the Fighter Sectors were to coordinate air contact data from the 
various radars and Volunteer Air Observer Corps (VAOC) reporting posts, to 
provide data for the fighter squadrons assigned to their respective areas of 
responsibility. Of these units, only 5 Fighter Sector actually had a Commanding 

Officer appointed on the day of formation. The Dripstone Caves radar unit formed a Detachment of 5 Fighter Sector.                                                                                                                    
A standard layout for the Fighter Sector Operations Rooms was established, also based on the successful RAF model. 
 
25 Feb 1957: Air Defence Training Flight Commences its First Course. The Air Defence Training Flight commenced 
its work as an integral component of No 1 Control & Reporting Unit (1 CRU), RAAF Brookvale, with the commencement 
of No. 4 Fighter Controller Course. Prior to this, personnel were trained at a temporary establishment at Georges Heights, 
Sydney, were trained overseas, or were World War 2 “re-treads”. 
 
25 Feb 2021. 3CRU Honoured. On this day, 3 Control and Reporting Unit was presented with a Squadron Standard by 
His Excellency the Governor-General, General (ret’d) David Hurley, AC DSC at a parade held at RAAF Williamtown. The 
Governor-General also presented a Standard to No, 26 (City of Newcastle) Squadron 
 

26 Feb 1935: The First Use of Radio Signals to Detect Aircraft. The first 
successful application of radio signals to detect an aircraft was conducted by Sir 
Robert WATSON-WATT, using the BBC short-wave beam transmitter at 
Daventry, England. A unit comprising two receiving antennas and a control van 
were located about ten km away from one of the BBC’s shortwave broadcast 
stations at Daventry; The two antennas were phased such that signals travelling 
directly from the station cancelled themselves out, but signals arriving from other 
angles were admitted, thereby deflecting the trace on a Cathode Ray Tube 
indicator (passive radar). The system identified the flight of a Handley-Pager 
Heyford bomber loaned for the trial. This led to further trials and eventually to a 

system of Air Defence radars.  
 
27 Feb 1941: Operation BITING – The Bruneval Raid. On the night of 27 Feb 
1941, a force of 120 paratroops conducted a successful raid on the German radar 
site at Bruneval on the French Coast. The purpose of the raid was to provide 
information on the recently-identified ‘Wurzburg’ radar, which was understood to 
be complementary short-range precision radar linked to the ‘Freya’ long-range 
search radar, and which allowed accurate information on British bombers to be 
passed to Luftwaffe interceptor aircrew.  
The raiding party was made up from ‘C’ Company, 2nd (Scottish) Parachute 
Battalion, commanded by MAJ John FROST; FSGT C.W.H COX, RAF, an 
experienced radar technician jumped with the raiding party, to supervise the 
retrieval of radar components.  
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The captured radar equipment proved to be of immense benefit, as the ‘Wurzburg’ radar was found to be impervious to 
jamming by normal (electronic) means. This then led to the accelerated development of ‘Window’ (i.e. ‘Chaff’), with the 
validating results shown later in the Bomber Command raid on Hamburg on 24 July 1943.. 
 

As a postscript, the principal British radar research facility, where the ‘Wurzburg’ 
equipment was evaluated, was moved inland, to ensure that it was not the target of 
reprisal raids by German airborne forces. 
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FADED ECHOES 
 

Bruce John Niblett 
 

Bruce John ‘Knocker’ Niblett was born in Marrickville NSW 
on 20 October 1934, and was educated in Chatswood 
NSW. His first employment was with QANTAS, however he 
joined the RAAF in 1953 to undergo No 16 Pilot’s Course.  
 
An inner ear issue affected his general flying and in 1954 he 
withdrew from the course and returned to QANTAS. He 
was subsequently offered Nav training and in 1954 he 
commenced training with No 13 Navigator Course. 
Graduating 1956 as Best Student Nav, he was posted (as a 
Sergeant) to 11 Squadron at RAAF Richmond, flying in 
P2V5 ‘Neptune’ Maritime Reconnaissance aircraft.  
 
Knocker was commissioned during the time at Richmond, 
and I am reliably advised that during his first night in the 
Officers’ Mess he was detailed off by (non-exec) squadron 
members to get some bar snacks. Scanning the ante-room, 
he spied a small table bearing a large plate of goodies and 
immediately removed it to where 11 Squadron were 

gathered. Unfortunately the bar snacks had been positioned for the OC of the Base, Air 
Commodore Charlie Pearce, a pre-war ‘permo’ with very firm ideas on the relative positions of Air 
Commodores and Bograts in the greater air force food chain. The next morning there was an 
invitation to the CO 11 SQN, Navigator Leader 11 SQN, and Pilot Officer Niblett - for morning tea 
with the OC – with cap, not cup! 
 
In 1958 he married Anne, the love of his life for the next 62 years, and together they raised three 
lovely girls – Leone, Jennifer and Susan. Knocker progressed to becoming, at the time, the RAAF’s 
youngest Cat ‘A’ Navigator, and he was responsible for writing the 11 Squadron Tactics Manual, 
which survived well into the P-3B ‘Orion’ era. Knocker was subsequently posted to 10 Squadron in 
1960, to fly in the “Long-nose” ‘Lincoln’ (which Knocker described as “Rhapsody in Rivets”) and 
later P2V7 ‘Neptune’ aircraft. It was in Townsville that Knocker discovered a love for mud-crabs and 
the getting thereof, a sport that he enjoyed for many years.  
 
Knocker left the RAAF in 1964, and during this period he sold life insurance. At this time he lived in 
the northern beaches area of Sydney, and became a member of the 1 CRU Officers; Mess, and it 
was here that he renewed a number of friendships formed during his Maritime days. It was these old 
mates who encouraged him to re-join the RAAF, which he did in 1972. After OTS (an interesting 
evolution, for a former Flight Lieutenant, Cat A Navigator) he was posted to No 1 Control and 
Reporting Unit (1 CRU), Brookvale, completing training as an Air Defence Controller on No 30 Basic 
Intercept Director course.   
 
When No 1 CRU was disbanded in 1973, he moved to No 2 CRU at Darwin. Here he joined the 
Training Flight which had re-located to Darwin from 1 CRU, where he instructed No 35 (RAAF), No 
36 (RMAF), 37 (RAN) and 38 (RAN) Intercept Director Basic Courses; he (unsurprisingly) specialised 
in Navigation and Vector Analysis/Intercept Geometry. He developed a particular affinity for his 
Malaysian students – a trait that stood him in good stead some years later.  
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His love of crabbing was enhanced during this time, and he and the Operations Officer installed crab 
pots in Sand-fly Creek, at the back of the 2 CRU site. On one occasion whilst inspecting the pots, 
Knocker found a strange object floating in the water, and turning to the OPSO with a “hey what’s this, 
Lance”, the OPSO (sounding as if he was half-way to Berrimah, called - it’s a hand-grenade”. The 
offending object was later destroyed by Army EOD – the blast shaking the walls of the 2 CRU 
building. 
 
When Cyclone Tracy destroyed the radar station, he was then posted to No 3 CRU at RAAF 
Williamtown, where he bought a property at Stockton, which had sufficient room for his passion for 
restoring cars. Promoted Squadron Leader in 1983, he was appointed Chief Controller 3 CRU 
(christened by the boggies as ‘Chief Chimp”), before being posted in December 1983 to RAAF 
Butterworth, Malaysia as the Air Defence Liaison Officer. During this three year posting, his liaison 
work with 1 Air Defence Centre (RMAF) and the IADS community was outstanding – his earlier 
established rapport with the RMAF reaping dividends (one presumes that Chili Crab was a regular 
feature of his diet).  
 
Knocker returned to Australia in August 1986, to take up the post of Executive Officer, 2 CRU. His 
posting to 2 CRU was followed a year later by a further posting – as Executive Officer 3 CRU, where 
he was christened ‘Big X’ by the boggies.  He age-retired in October 1989. 
 
Knocker assisted ADI/Westinghouse in the successful tender to acquire a modern air defence system 
for the Air Force and was subsequently recruited by Boeing as an air defence specialist and 
operations analyst which included a move to Seattle, Washington for six years while he contributed 
to the development of the B-737 (E-7A) Wedgetail Airborne Early Warning and Control program. He 
demonstrated a willingness to move with developing trends and the ability to readily adapt to modern 
technology - the project suited him well.  
 
On return to Australia, he worked for Plexys Interface Products, an American firm before retiring to 
the family home at Stockton, Knocker became a mentor assisting many overseas students with 
English as their second language, and who were undertaking post graduate studies. 
 
Knocker joined the Air Force Association on 17 December 2009, initially joining the Committee as 
Entertainments Member, and was swiftly co-opted to serve as Vice-President. He was elected as 
President of the Radar Branch on 21 April 2017, an appointment that he held until the time of his 
death. Knocker was well known for his quiet and welcoming friendliness and his self-effacing nature.  
 
After a brief illness, Knocker passed away on 11 January 2021, leaving a huge gap in the 
consciousness of everybody who knew him.  
 

Vale Knocker, you are sorely missed – will we ever see your like again? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



⚫  Page 19 The Radar Air Defence Branch Bulletin – Autumn   

 
 

Howard Archibald Campbell 
 

Howard Archibald Campbell was born 
in Tumut, NSW on 23 June 1938. The 
family moved constantly because his 
father was a serving police officer and 
decorated veteran of World War 1. The 
family spent five years in Parkes, so 
Howie considered this his home town, 
more poignantly, his Dad is buried 
there.   
 
He joined the RAAF on 19 March 1957, 
undergoing rookies on 418 Recruit 
Course at RAAF Richmond, followed 
by training as a radar mechanic at the 
RAAF School of Radio, Ballarat.  
 

He was subsequently re-mustered to General Hand, and his first posting was to Base Squadron 
Williamtown, followed by a posting to No. 2 Stores Depot, Regents Park/ RAAF Bankstown on 21 
July 1958. His 2SD time also included service at 2SD Det D, Dubbo - a location that he always 
remembered fondly, and where he first met up with 114 MCRU, which was at that time working up 
for a deployment to Butterworth, Malaysia. 
 
Howie’s final posting as a General Hand was to 5ACS (16 Feb – 14 Jun 1959), when he was re-
mustered to Aircraft Plotter, commencing No 7 ACPLOT course at 1 CRU on 3 August 1959. 
Howie served with all of the Control & Reporting Units, with four tours at 1 CRU, one tour at 114 
MCRU (during the Confrontation), three tours at 2 CRU (including Cyclone Tracey) and a final tour 
at 3 CRU.  
 
There is an urban myth that during the Confrontation (with weapons and ammunition located at key 
locations within a sand-bagged and revetted 114 MCRU), a shot was heard off-base. At this point, 
Howie and another member (whose name escapes me) each grabbed a rifle and two magazines 
and headed out to fight for God, Queen, Country and the Malaysian way. At this point, everybody 
else (particularly the war veterans) took cover. 
 
During the aftermath of Cyclone Tracey (December 1974), Howie led a recovery team, clearing up 
debris and generally reaching out to the distressed, and staying on in the Darwin recovery role long 
after most of us from 2 CRU had been evacuated and posted to either 3 CRU or 114 MCRU. His 
final posting was to 3 CRU. In late 1975, discharging from the RAAF two years later on 29 April 
1977. 
 
Howie was married three times –first to Jennifer, who is mother to Sean and Cameron (deceased), 
and Robyn, his second wife who is mother to Lachlan. On the Central Coast of NSW he met his 
third wife, Anne, the soul-mate for the remainder of his life. They married on 21 November 1998, 
and Howie gained a step-daughter, Tamzin. 
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Following his RAAF service, Howie took a huge interest in RAAF Radar history, and toured a 
number of old World War 2 sites – managing to get into a radar bunker at Wilson’s Promontory, 
and then finding that he couldn’t get - out until a Park Ranger rescued him. At this point we are not 
sure whether Annie had feelings of dread, a sense of the ridiculous or a mere (and resigned) 
foreboding at what Howie could get up to.  
 
Howie was also a mine of information about the earlier, post-World War 2 air defence environment, 
and was passionate about informing the world of what might have been during the Confrontation. A 
revetted / fortified 2CRU was the centre of the air defence of Darwin, itself surrounded by a 
Bloodhound Missile site and Army air defence guns, with Sabres permanently stationed at the 
nearby air base. It is now only conjecture what could have evolved should the Indonesians have 
chosen to attack. Howie’s concern was that this, the RAAF air defence “stand to” has largely been 
unrecognised and forgotten.  
 
Howie joined the Air Force Association on 14 May 1999.  He was secretary of the Branch for 
several years and served as a RAAFA Welfare for several years under the DVA/TIP scheme 
assisting many ex-members to identify their entitlements, however major changes in legislation and 
accreditation requirements (political correctness?) forced him out of this role. He also served on the 
RAAFA State Council.  
 
He was a stalwart within the Veteran community and was an untiring champion of veterans’, 
widows’ and families’ welfare in the Central Coast area of NSW.  In 2017 he was awarded the 
National President’s Commendation and was heavily involved with the Long Jetty Sub-Branch of 
the RSL. 
 
Howie also held a deep caring for the general welfare of the wider Radar veteran community, and 
along with Kev Funnell, created the “Air Defence List’, a database that provided contact details of 
as many serving and past members of the Air Defence Category/Mustering that he could feasibly 
trace. He maintained contact with a multitude of past members, particularly those in poor health, 
and his outreach also included the Victorian Radar Branch, still a bastion (albeit fading) of our 
remaining World War 2 veterans. 
 
Howie truly cared about people; he was a ready listener with true empathy. He passed away in his 
sleep on 2 January, 2021. 
 

Howie, you are sorely missed by all who knew you – RIP old mate. 
 
 

 
 

Kel Campbell 
 

It is with profound regret (and a sense of shame), that I have so little to report on the life of Kel 
Campbell, other than that he and I served at 2 CRU, and later at 3 CRU. Kel served in the RAAF 
for twenty years and was a member of the Radar Branch of the RAAF Association. 
 
Kel died after a long battle with prostate cancer. Ironically, it was Howie Campbell who kept us 
posted on Kel’s battle. 
 
I would be eternally grateful if someone could provide more details on Kel’s RAAF career and life, 
so that a future Bulletin can do him justice. 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE ZOO 
 
 

GROUP CPTAIN ANGUS PORTER 
Officer Commanding Number 42 Wing 

 
 

Group Captain Porter completed RAAF Pilot’s Course in 
1999 and was posted to 10 Squadron at RAAF 
Edinburgh, South Australia, where he qualified as an 
AP-3C Orion Maritime Patrol Aircraft pilot. During a five-
year posting at 10 Squadron, Group Captain Porter 
conducted operational deployments in support of border 
protection operations as well as Australian Defence 
Force operations in the Middle East.  
 
In 2004 he was selected as ADC to the Governor-
General. In 2005 he was posted to 34 Squadron in 
Canberra as a VIP Operations pilot. Promoted to 
Squadron Leader in 2007, he remained at 34 Squadron 
as a Flight Commander until 2010.  
 
Group Captain Porter completed a staff tour at the 
Directorate of Personnel-Air Force, before attending USAF Air Command and Staff 
College in 2012/13 where he graduated with a Masters of Military Operational Art and 
Science. Promoted to Wing Commander in 2013, he then attended the USAF School of 
Advanced Air and Space Studies where he graduated with a Masters of Philosophy in 
Military Strategy.  
 
In 2014 he was posted to be the Chief of Combat Operations at the Air and Space 
Operations Centre, Joint Operations Command, before taking Command of 34 
Squadron in May 2016. Promoted to Group Captain in Dec 2018, he was posted to be 
the inaugural Chief of Staff for Military Strategic Plans (MSP), a new division within 
VCDFE. In Dec 2020, Group Captain Porter assumed Command of 42 Wing.  
 
Group Captain Porter is married to Kirsten. They have a son Thomas, born in 2009, and 

a daughter Mae, born in 2012. 
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GROUP CAPTAIN ROBERT (DUBBO) GRAHAM 

Officer Commanding Number 44 Wing 
 
Group Captain Graham joined the Royal Australian 
Air Force in 1990 and graduated 110 Air Traffic 
Control Course the following year, posting to Base 
Squadron Darwin for ATC duties. In 1994 Group 
Captain Graham undertook his first operational 
deployment in the final ATC element deployed to 
Mogadishu as part of United Nations Operations in 
Somalia II.  
 
In 1996 Group Captain Graham was posted to the 
School of Air Traffic Control at RAAF East Sale as an 
Instructor, then to RAAF Pearce in July 1999 for ATC 
duties. This posting was short lived as Group Captain 
Graham deployed to East Timor in September 1999 
as part of INTERFET, returning in January 2000 to 
undertake relief manning at Headquarters 41 Wing 
as a staff officer (Tactical Operations 2) for six 
months before posting to Surveillance and Control 
Training Unit as the inaugural Senior Training Officer – Air Traffic Control.  
 
As a senior officer Group Captain Graham served as the Examination and 
Standardisation Officer (Tower) then Training Flight Commander at 41WG ATC Flight 
RAAF Townsville, Executive Officer and later Detachment Commander 44WG ATC 
Detachment RAAF Darwin and held staff appointments as Deputy Director Aviation 
Coordination at Air Force Headquarters and Deputy Director Air and Space Options 
Development at Force Design Division in VCDF Group. He also served on the staff of 
Commander Australian Amphibious Task Group for two years as the N33 (AIR), 
embarking six times across all major fleet units in the Amphibious Ready Group. Group 
Captain Graham graduated from the Australian Command and Staff College in 2008.  
Group Captain Graham has held Command appointments as Commanding Officer No 
13 Squadron twice (at Squadron Leader rank as a Reserve squadron from 2004 and at 
Wing Commander rank as an airbase operations squadron from 2010), Commander 
Task Unit 633.8.2 (Base Commander Multi-National Base Tarin Kot) in Afghanistan in 
2012 and Commander Task Group 633.17 in the UAE in 2015 (Combat Support Unit).  
 
At his current rank, Group Captain Graham’s recent positions were Chief of 
Staff/Deputy Commander Combat Support Group (including three months as 
Temporary Commander CSG and SADFO RAAF Amberley) and Director Combat 
Support Division embedded in the Air and Space Operations Centre at Headquarters 
Joint Operations Command. Group Captain Graham’s current posting commenced on 
16 November 2020 when he assumed command of No 44 Wing where he is responsible 
for the delivery of Air Base Air Traffic Services and Air Navigation Services and 
preparation of personnel and resources to deliver Joint Battlefield Airspace Control for 
ADF operations and national tasking.  

 
Group Captain Graham is married to Joanne and together they have a daughter (Emily, 
2006) who was born in the Top End. Whilst undertaking his posting at RAAF 
Williamtown Group Captain Graham’s family continue to reside in Bruce (ACT) where 
Emily, after eight years in Darwin, has had to come to terms with there being four 
seasons, including winter.  
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Andrew James STEWART, Branch Historian & Hon. Historian, 41 Wing                                                                              

(ACO (ABM) Ret’d [TFO]) 
 

Andrew James Stewart (nick-name “Jimbo”, call-sign 

“Claymore”) was born in Sydney, on 4 April 1947 and 
educated at Kingsgrove North High School. He joined the 
ADF in May 1964, as a member of his local Citizen Military 
Forces unit (23 Field Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery), 
leaving in February 1967 (with the rank of Bombardier) to 
join the Royal Australian Navy. Joining the 1967 SLEX 
Midshipman Course at HMAS CERBERUS, he underwent 
shore training at CERBERUS and WATSON, and basic 
sea training in HMAS ANZAC II (we now have  HMAS 
ANZAC III). 
 
Subsequent Fleet time, including brief Active Service in 
Vietnam, was served in HMAS SYDNEY III (we now have 
HMAS SYDNEY V), and in HMAS VAMPIRE II (now a 

museum ship). Having determined that controlling aircraft was more interesting than ship-
driving, he suffered a serious de-motivation after rejection of an application to transfer to the 
Fleet Air Arm Air Traffic Control Branch. His appointment in the RAN was terminated in 
November 1968, after a less than satisfactory performance at the Seaman Midshipman’s 
Board.   
 
In March 1969 Jimbo enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force, training as an Air Photo Plotter 
at the Central Photographic Establishment, RAAF Base Laverton.  He was commissioned 
(with the rank of Pilot Officer) into the Air Defence Category on 30 April 1973, and after 
graduating from OTS on 10 Aug 73, he was posted to No. 1 Control and Reporting Unit, RAAF 
Brookvale – just in time for the disbandment celebrations in October 1973. He was 
subsequently posted to 2 CRU, RAAF Darwin, where he graduated from No 35 Basic 
Intercept Director Course on 22 March 1974.  
 
Following the destruction of 2 CRU by Cyclone Tracey in December 1974, he was posted to 
3 CRU, RAAF Williamtown, where he achieved ‘Surveillance Officer’ and ‘Senior Director’ 
ratings, and also served for a period as Unit Adjutant. In January 1976 (in the rank of Flying 
Officer), Jimbo was posted to Butterworth, Malaysia, serving for the next two years as a 
member of the RAAF Air Defence Advisory Flight, attached to No 1 Air Defence Centre (Pusat 
Pertahanan Udara ke1), Royal Malaysian Air Force (Tentera Udara Di-raja Malaysia).    
 
Returning to Australia in January 1978 as a Flight Lieutenant, he was posted to 114 Mobile 
Control and Reporting Unit (114 MCRU), RAAF Base Amberley, serving there for the next 8 
years as Unit Training Officer, Chief Controller, Ground Operations (Deployment 
Training/Ground Defence/Combat Survival) Officer. During the time at 114 MCRU he 
converted onto the AN/TPS-43F tactical radar and later onto the Tactical Air Defence System, 
and was involved in several deployments of air defence assets across Australia. His 
enthusiasm for operations and training in the field also earned him the supplementary 
nickname “Jungle Jimbo” (at least, the one of the more printable nicknames). Whilst 
researching some history for 114 MCRU’s 40th Anniversary in 1983, he made his first contact 
with the Radar Branch of the RAAF Association, and the following year became the Branch’s 
first serving member. 
 
In January 1986, Jimbo was posted as an Instructor at the Officers’ Training School (RAAF 
College), where he became Deputy A Flight Commander, field-training instructor, lead 
instructor for leadership training, temporary ground defence instructor and finally Unit 
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Programmer/C Flight Commander. It was here that he earned the call-sign “Claymore” – 
based not on his Scottish ancestry, but more on his loving description of the Claymore anti-
personnel device during his ground defence lectures.  
 
On completion of his tour at RAAF College he was posted (in January 1989) to 3 CRU. 
Promoted to Squadron Leader in July 1989, he became the Chief Instructor (Flight 
Commander) of the Air Defence Training Flight, with duties that included training development 
(including a staff paper proposing the separation of Training Flight from 3CRU), and the 
training of Navy Fighter Controller students (now including two Rear Admirals & one Vice 
Admiral).  
 
Jimbo was posted back (reluctantly) to RAAF College in January 1991, however he managed 
to secure a posting to Maritime (now Fleet) Headquarters in December 1991, to the position 
of Staff Officer Fighter (later Staff Officer Air Defence), which he held for three years. He left 
the Force for the Dark Side on 1 February 1994, to take up an APS6 position as Staff Officer 
Targets with the Directorate of Naval Warfare, and remaining at Fleet Headquarters for the 
next 17 years. On 2 February 1994, he transferred to the RAAF Active Reserve, joining 22 
(City of Sydney) Squadron and filling his former PAF position (Staff Officer Air Defence) as a 
reservist on three occasions (Feb-Aug 1994, Jul 98-Jul 99 and Jan 2002-Nov 2003). He also 
assisted Navy’s Sea Training Group in force protection exercises, utilising his training as a 
(RAAF) Unit Ground Defence Officer. During his time at Fleet Headquarters, Jimbo attained 
another nick-name – “Jimbo the Crab”.  
 
In February 2005, Jimbo transferred to 26 (City of Newcastle) Squadron, in order to undertake 
more work opportunities within his Category, and was posted to, Headquarters 41 Wing. Here 
he was employed as OIC Radar Site Survey, conducting two site surveys in Northern NSW / 
South Queensland, and producing the 41 Wing Radar Site Strategic Plan. He also filled the 
secondary appointment of Wing Historian. In January 2010, twenty years after his first arrival 
at Fleet Headquarters, the Staff Officer Targets position was transferred to Headquarters Air 
Command (HQAC) and Jimbo was posted back to the RAAF (albeit as an APS member), and 
his ‘Jimbo the Crab’ nickname became totally 
irrelevant.  
 
He was finally retired (kicking and screaming) from 
the RAAF Active Reserve on 30 June 2013, at the 
age of 66 (having served fifteen months beyond 
Compulsory Retiring Age). However, he remains 
on strength at 41 Wing as Honorary Wing 
Historian. He also remains a RAAF APS member 
as Staff Officer Targets (Headquarters Air 
Command) routinely committing aviation as a 
safety officer for drone target operations.  
          

Last Day in Uniform at FHQ:                                        
                     With (then) CDRE Mike Noonan 

 
Jimbo now resides in the Hunter Valley town of Singleton. He has been divorced since 1991, 
and has a 47-year-old daughter Kylie, who lives in Melbourne, and a 43-year-old son Donald, 
who is autistic and lives with his mother in Singleton. Throughout his 56 years of Defence 
service, Jimbo has always lived by the old maxim “If you can’t take a joke, you shouldn’t have 
joined” and continues to caution people to “Beware the light at the end of the tunnel – it could 
be an inbound train”.  
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THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION - HOW TO JOIN / RE-JOIN 
 
 

Membership 

Renewal - RADAR Branch - RAAFA (NSW) v21-02.pdf
 

 
 

Ray O’Donoghue (A/Pres/VP/ Membership Officer) has done a power of work on the new 
membership form. All you have to do is: 
 
1. Complete the form 
 
2. Send an email reply to radarmembership@gmail.com (ensuring that the form 

remains attached) 
 
3. Pay the required amount, by either: 
 

o Direct Bank transfer to 

• Radar Air Defence Branch 

• BSB 032-182 

• A/c124085 

• Reference should be your surname and initials 
 

OR 
 
o Cheque/Money Order made to: RADAR Air Defence Branch, and posted to: 
 

• RADAR Membership, 232/157 Marconi Road, Bonnets bay  NSW  2264 
 
 
 

Membership Level & Fees 
 

Ordinary Member: $30 
 

Multiple Member:  $10 
 

Serving Member:  FREE (Note: No voting rights at AGM) 
 

mailto:radarmembership@gmail.com

